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 claimed that pack-peddling as a profession had greatly facilitated the process of Americanization. Moreover, it was alleged that traditional and inherited values such as individualism or respect for entrepreneurship had played a major role in the successful integration of "Syrians" (a term used until 1918 to describe immigrants from the Syrian Ottoman region). Today's new scholarship contends that the history of immigrant industrial workers has been unjustly obliterated and ought to be recognized as a valuable alternative to the traditional narrative. However, few scholars have actually investigated the topic further and analyzed primary source material documenting the Syrian factory workers' activism and contributions to a collective history and memory. The present article seeks to fill this gap in the literature by offering a closer look into grassroots working-class Syrian labor militancy at the beginning of the 20 th century. It relies on a case study that analyzes the role played by Syrian industrial workers during the 1912 Bread and Roses strike in Lawrence, Massachusetts. Widely regarded as a seminal event in US labor history, the two-month struggle, indeed, saw the successful coalition of immigrant millworkers and organizers from the Industrial Workers of the World, the most progressive union in America at the time. The primary purpose of this study is to bring to the foreground detailed evidence of an alternative form of sociability that has been overshadowed by the peddler myth.

Integrated Laborers but Marginal Figures: the Untold Story of Early Syrian American Factory Workers

In the weeks that followed the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the Arab American community became the target of an unprecedented wave of discrimination, hostility, and violence. Yet for decades, community leaders had exerted themselves to produce evidence that Americans of Arab descent were "good immigrants" and that they had not only successfully acculturated but were living proof of the American dream. As many felt alienated from mainstream society, scholars in particular set out to challenge the traditional narratives of Arab American social and cultural integration. As said by Mary Rose Oakar, president of the American Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, quoting Dickens's famous line: the 9/11 aftermath "was the worst of times, but also the best of times" (as cited in Swarns, 2003, p. 1) to deconstruct long-standing stereotypes but also to redefine a collective identity. When scholars delved into their studies, it appeared, in particular, that the predominant and foundational historiography of early "Syrian" i communities in North America had to be reexamined.

With a few exceptions, early historians had focused primarily on the immigration and successful acculturation of the pioneer cohort ii and, in the process, had inevitably flattened the variable experiences of Arab Americans into a singular and compressed narrative.

The first foundational publication, The Syrians in America, was authored in 1924 by Philip K.

Hitti, a Lebanese-born historian and renown Princeton specialist in Arab and Middle-Eastern culture.

When the book was published, complete assimilation was the prevalent theory in the area of immigrant adaptation. In consequence, Hitti, who had been educated at an American mission school in Lebanon, committed himself to proving that Syrians, because they were mostly Christian and individualistic, were in fact desirable immigrants. In the chapter dedicated to "Social and educational conditions", Hitti, as a response to the Dillingham commission's report, offers counter-arguments to dispel some of the prevailing misconceptions: "From nearly every city comes the emphatic testimony that Syrians are never in the courts, that they are far more peaceable and law-abiding than other immigrants, or even than Americans" (1924, p. 85). Despite the assimilationist and somewhat eulogistic tone of his work, Hitti remained "the reigning 'Arabist' in the United States for the first half of this century" (Orfalea, 1989, p. 28). In the following decades when historians adopted a perspective "from the bottom up", new scholarly studies were published. Nonetheless, as Gregory J.

Younis, and in Becoming American: The Early Arab Immigrant Experience published in 1985 and written by Alixa Naff, both social historians adopt the main components of Philip K. Hitti's narrative. In their respective studies, they trace the steps of the first Syrian immigrants, describe in detail how the pioneer generation settled in the US, abandoned most of its cultural heritage and eventually embraced unqualified Americanization.

Seeking to identify some of the forces conditioning the assimilation process, they explain that Syrians, along with many other immigrant communities, were first greatly affected by changes in US immigration policy. Younis indicates for example that after the nativist Quota Act of 1924 was eventually passed, Near Eastern states were given about 2 percent of the total visas available (1995, p. 215). As a result, the influx of newcomers dropped and ties with the homeland were abruptly severed. However, in addition to this well-known historical development, Younis avers that the Syrians' rapid assimilation was primarily due to the fact that, unlike other immigrants who took industrial jobs, Syrians became traveling salesmen or pack-peddlers: "Taking to the road seemed the quickest way to success … Poor factory wages, long confining hours, and driving task masters did not entice them" (1995, p. 169). Thus, being in contact with native born Americans, Younis explains, they quickly learned English, acquired various aspects of American culture, and eventually assimilated. As time went by, the peddlers became dry goods merchants and turned into successful entrepreneurs. Building upon Younis' theory, Alixa Naff (who was recently dubbed "the mother of Arab-American studies" iv ) also makes clear that pack peddling was a key element in the Syrians' integration: "It was the fundamental factor in the assimilation of Syrians in America" (1993, p. 152).

She observes in addition that Middle-Easterners had "an innate disdain for wage labor" (1993, p. 153). Based primarily on the oral testimony of the pioneer generation, her field research seemed to indicate that successful acclimation to American business culture was not only due to a favorable economic context but also to the Syrians' individualistic and success-oriented character. In substance, Naff claims that Syrians were able to achieve upward social mobility because their inherited values were compatible with "the most cherished American values" (1985, p. 62).

In large part due to Adele Younis' and Alixa Naff's research findings, the peddler myth has since then and until recently permeated most Arab-American historical narratives v . However, the realities of the post 9/11 environment, the intensification of anti-Arab/anti-Muslim hate crimes and of civil liberties violations made Arab Americans aware that they were no longer "the most invisible of the invisibles" vi but rather undesired and racialized citizens in a position of "heightened Otherness" (Naber, 2007, p. 39). Hence the context required a re-assessment of the traditional assimilationist narratives. More precisely, the need to challenge the mythologized peddler narrative has encouraged scholars to study more closely the other category of Syrian immigrants who precisely had accepted "poor factory wages, long confining hours", those who allegedly "had an innate disdain for labor" and only took industrial jobs when "they had to" (Hitti, 1924, p. 69), in other words, the industrial proletariat.

One of the earliest and rather prescient scholars to argue for a shift of focus away from the peddler myth towards the history of the Syrian working class was Evelyn Shakir, in 1997, when she noted: "We have tended to forget the many Syrian immigrants who were wage-dependent members of the American proletariat … Their participation in that labor force has been largely ignored by historians of the Arab American experience" (pp. 46-47). In her seminal work, Bint Arab: Arab and Arab American Women in the United States, Shakir observes that in Arab American folklore, popular stories have often centered exclusively on either immigrant entrepreneurs, street peddlers or "independent businessmen" (1997, p. 46). Pursuing Shakir's suggested new line of inquiry, Charlotte Karem Albrecht in her essay entitled "Narrating Arab-American History: The Peddling Thesis" (2015), cogently demonstrates that the correlation between peddling as a profession and Americanization is merely an ex post facto construct: "Historians have taken what was a socially unstable practice in Arab-American history and repackaged it to fit the ideals of US citizenship: individualistic, entrepreneurial, and capitalist" (2015, p. 104). Because Adel Younis' and Naff's contributions were primarily based on interviews or correspondences, other scholars have sought to find solid empirical evidence to sustain the peddler narrative. After an in-depth analysis of Census data and government surveys, Akram Khater and Zoe Avery in 2017 come to the conclusion that in the first decade of the 20 th century, peddling as a profession had been in fact largely abandoned and occupied 20% of the working Syrian immigrant population (p. 16). Hence, it appears, as Stacy D.

Fahrenthold befittingly suggests in 2019 that "new histories of Arab workers, labor, and workingclass politics require a further investigation" (p. 14).

However, few scholars have yet explored the issue and analyzed primary source material documenting the Syrian industrial workers' activism. The present article seeks to fill this gap in the literature by offering a closer look into grassroots working-class Syrian labor militancy at the beginning of the 20 th century. The purpose is to bring to the foreground detailed evidence of an alternative form of social inclusion that has been overshadowed by the peddler myth. Ultimately, I argue that the narrative constructed by laboring immigrants was as valuable to the collective identity as the peddler heritage and beyond that, contributive to social justice and inclusion in America.

This paper relies on a case study that analyzes the role played by Syrian industrial workers during the 1912 Bread and Roses strike in Lawrence, Massachusetts. As recounted by labor historian Bruce Watson in Bread and Roses: Mills, Migrants, and the Struggle for the American Dream, the strike of 1912 was one of the most significant labor disputes of the American industrial revolution.

The struggle captured the nation's attention for more than two months until March 14 th when mill owners finally caved in. The local industrial workforce was a melting pot of nationalities but Syrian mill operatives, Bruce Watson notes, were among the most active of all (2005, p. 41). The legacy of the Lawrence strike has been widely discussed in academic circles vii . Today there is a broad scientific consensus that the event was, in the years that followed, a model for successful inter-ethnic organizing but also greatly instrumental in improving working conditions for all textile workers. Since the publication in 1993 of Ardis Cameron's Radicals of the Worst Sort: Laboring Women in Lawrence, the strike is conjointly hailed as a landmark in the struggle of female industrial workers for leadership and equality. In a larger discussion on historical narratives, anthropologist Gerald M.

Sider reveals that the history of the "Lawrence revolution" viii was repressed by community memory for many generations and argues that the 1912 strike, as any other historical event, may be analyzed from various angles. "Specific histories, he contends, are as valuable as a grand narrative History" (1997, p. 12). It is also in this realm that the present paper intends to contribute.

The case study relies on a corpus of daily newspaper articles from the Newspaper.com database. Sources were selected based on geographic location (Northeast) and on the pragmatic grounds that they have been digitized. A total of five newspapers were examined: The Boston Globe, The Lawrence Evening Tribune, The Fall River Daily Evening News, The Buffalo Inquirer and The Standard Union. The specific time frame of three months from January 1 st , 1912, through to March 31 st , 1912, was selected to encompass the entire strike extent in Lawrence. The main search terms (besides the obvious "Lawrence" and "strike" key terms) were defined according to the terminology used at the beginning of the 20 th century to designate nationality groups and geographic regions in the Arab world: "Syria", "Palestine", "Egypt", "Mount Lebanon" ix . The key word "Syrian" yielded the highest number of occurrences. This resulted in a corpus of 32 articles published during the twomonth struggle.

"Syrians or Other Untutored People" x

In 1912, the city of Lawrence, located thirty miles north of Boston, was one of America's greatest industrial cities and one of the textile capitals of the world. It is estimated that, at the time, the city was home to 86,000 people of which nearly 30,000 were mills workers (Great Britain Board of Trade, 1911, p. 208;Watson, 2005, p. 42) xi . Most of them were employed by the American Woolen Company which owned four mills. When the city was founded in 1845, workers were initially from rural New England, but by the end of the 19th century, unskilled immigrants were recruited, first from Ireland, Germany, and French Canada, and then in the early 1900s from Italy, Poland, Greece, Portugal, and Greater Syria. In a thorough monograph on immigrant life in Lawrence, Donald B. Cole confirms that the city's population was almost completely immigrant in nature: in 1910, nearly 90% of its inhabitants were either first or second-generation Americans (1963, p. 95).

One of the most prominent contingents of mill workers were immigrants from Greater Syria. About 80% of them were employed as mechanics, weavers, spinners or worked in the carding sections of the mills. When they arrived in Lawrence, newly-arrived immigrants settled along Valley Street or in "The Plains" section of the city. [Fig. 1: Birdseye View of Lawrence] According to Abe Bashara, the son of early immigrants, "you could look across the street in the Lebanese section of the Plains and no one looked any different than you did" (as cited in Watson, 2005, p. 41). In fact, the Syrians in Lawrence formed the largest Arabic-speaking community in the Northeast region outside New York City. By the 1910s their population numbered between 2,500 and 3,000 people xii . Being one of the larger groups, Syrians had their own school, social clubs, shops, and churches. The size of the Arabic-speaking community was large enough to allow the foundation and distribution of its own ethnic press. A semi-weekly newspaper named Al Wafa (Fidelity) was founded in 1907 and provided its readership with news from the old country as well as necessary information for social and cultural integration. The 8-page journal had "a considerable circulation" outside Lawrence (Great Britain Board of Trade, 1911, p. 209). Although Syrians were outnumbered by nearly 8,000 Italian immigrants (Watson, 2005, p. 16), many sources concur that they formed a socially visible group. Bruce Watson identifies the three migrant communities which "stood out for their homogeneity": the Syrian group comes second, after Italians and before Germans (2005, p. 41). Likewise, the Great Britain Board of Trade explains that Syrians "exhibit considerable national solidarity" (1911, p. 209).

The report goes on to point out that: "The Syrians are one of the most important and interesting national groups in Lawrence" (1911, p. 215). But the pre-eminence of the Syrian community did not alleviate its members from the burden of poverty which afflicted most working families. In the February 21 st issue of the Boston Globe, a journalist investigating deprivation in Lawrence recounts his visit to a Syrian family:

The father of the Abdinous family is a man who looks as if he might be 40 years old. He is thin and pale. He earns, when he works, about $7 a week, and with this he supports a wife, five small children and his old mother. The family is hard up and has had no help (Philpott,A2).

However, if factory workers, regardless of their nationality, shared the same dismal living conditions, their co-existence in the densely populated and multi-cultural neighborhoods of Lawrence often led to disputes and brawls that were sometimes reported in the local newspapers. For instance, in February 1911, The Lawrence Evening Tribune reported on the opening of an investigation following a violent confrontation between a Syrian man and four Poles over an alleged money theft ("Poles accused", A18). This great diversity of cultures or "goulash of cultures" (2005, p. 42) as Watson puts it, was often exploited by mill owners who fanned the flames of racism by playing groups against each other. Most notably, communities were forced to compete for employment: "If Germans talked of strike, bosses assured them that French Canadians would be happy to take their jobs" (Watson, 2005, p.38). However, sometimes the employers' effort to divide and conquer proved rather ineffective, particularly when their practices willfully subverted the law.

"Syrian Weavers on Strike"

On January 1 st , 1912, the Massachusetts legislature began enforcing a new state regulation which required that weekly hours worked by women and minors be reduced from 56 to 54. As a result, mill owners like William M. Wood, president of the American Woolen Company, promptly cut wages to make up the difference. On January 11 th , when a group of Polish women working at the Everett Mill discovered that their weekly salary had been reduced, they shut down their looms and refused to resume work for the rest of their shift. The next day, on Friday January 12 th , when male operatives learned that their wages would be reduced as well, the strike began in earnest xiii . Hundreds of angry mill workers went from mill to mill, broke down doors, slashed power belts and entreated their fellow laborers to follow. By the end of the first week, 25,000 workers from 12 mills were on strike (Cameron, 1985, p. 36).

The early involvement of Syrian workers was reported on the second day of the conflict in the January 13 th issue of The Boston Globe: "Syrian Weavers on Strike: A largely attended meeting of the Syrian strikers of the local mills was held this evening in Saint Joseph's church" (Carberry,A8).

Five days later in the January 18 th issue of The Fall River Daily Evening, it was stated that: "A parade of nearly a thousand Syrians was held during the noon hour, to-day. The leaders insisted on entering the mill district at the Broadway end of Canal Street" ("No disorder," A2). At the beginning of the 3 rd week, on January 23 rd , readers learned again that:

A movement by Syrian operatives to march over the guarded bridges to South Lawrence … caused some alarm among the authorities this forenoon. Refusing to stop when ordered to do so, an unknown Syrian mill hand was cut by a bayonet this afternoon … The man was taken to the militia headquarters ("20,000 are now idle," A2) While Syrian workers swelled the ranks of the "moving picket lines" (a new strike tactic inaugurated in Lawrence), some committed themselves entirely to local organizing. Two years before the strike erupted, one of the largest labor organizations in the US at the time, the International Workers of the World (IWW), had established a branch in Lawrence. But in 1912, Local 20 only counted 300 members (Watson, 2005, p. 13). The most popular organization was the American Federation of Labor (AFL) with a membership of over 2,000 skilled workers (Forrant, 2014, p. 150). At the time, skilled workers were mostly white American men from families who had immigrated generations before. When the strike started, John Golden, President of the AFL United Textile Workers, refused to organize unskilled laborers or immigrants whom he considered "foreign to our institutions" (cited in Watson, 2005, p. 67). As Howard Zinn puts it, "The AFL was an exclusive unionalmost all male, almost all white, almost all skilled workers" (1980, p. 320). The IWW was the complete opposite. Also known for obscure reasons as "Wobblies", this union aimed to organize the unorganized. The day after the strike began, on January 13 th , Local 20 decided to call for guidance from the national office. Italian-born Joseph Ettor, a member of the executive board, was sent to coordinate the movement. But mobilizing such a motley mix of nationalities was no easy task. To foster unity among workers, Ettor encouraged strikers to forget about traditional hostilities between nationality or cultural groups: "Forget that you are Hebrews, forget that you are Poles, Germans, or Russians. Among workers there is only one nationality, one race, one creed" (cited in Watson, 2005, p. 66). To further that goal, the IWW created a strike committee with delegates representing 14 different nationalities. The Syrian workers elected 3 representatives and provided the committee's treasurer. Because the Syrian community produced leaders, its most active members became pawns in the power game between the IWW and the AFL. Indeed, as the movement gained momentum and attracted more attention, the AFL gathered that after all they should conduct and coordinate the resistance. In trying to get hold of the strike, John Golden first sought to discredit the immigrant leadership. On March 1 st he stated that "Syrians ought to assimilate just like the Irish did" (as cited in "General strike threat," A4). Two days later, he accused the Syrians of being the victims of the Wobblies' catechism: "I have evidence where Syrians and others who had never heard of me have been taught to tell their countrymen to beware of me" (cited in "Official appeal," A1). Soon after, an AFL relief station or soup kitchen was set up but provided only to those applicants who swore they were not IWW activists. Eventually Golden's plan failed and the IWW continued as the main union on site. However, because he was accused of fomenting violence, IWW organizer Joseph Ettor was jailed at the strike's two-week point. It was then decided to send as replacement the union's most notorious figure: William Haywood aka "Big Bill", a charismatic speaker and a powerful organizer.

When Big Bill arrived in Lawrence, he was welcome by one of the most popular marching bands, the Syrian Independent Drum Corps. Later he decided to meet with the leaders from the various nationalities present in Lawrence. In the Boston Globe of February 5 th , readers were told that: "After dining with Syrians, Big Bill was offered a hookah, which he smoked until his beefy face turned pale" ("Lawrence hopes," A2). Hence, Syrian mill operatives participated in varying degrees to the development and handling of the strike. Along with other foreign-born workmates they broke down cultural barriers and acted towards the inclusion of immigrants into the movement. In fact, they were so instrumental that just a week after the beginning of the conflict a plot was hatched to villainize Syrian activists.

"Plot to Blow Up Mills Unearthed"

On January 20 th , the finding of explosive in several locations plunged the city of Lawrence into greater tension: "Feeling between the strikers and the public runs high here this afternoon, as the result of the finding of a quantity of explosives in the Syrian quarter of the city" ("Find dynamite," A1). On Oak Street, in Faris Marad's tailoring shop, several sticks of dynamite were discovered.

Coincidentally, Marad had been identified the day before as "the principal leader" because he had led the Syrian marching band in a parade supporting the strike. But above all, he was a member of the strike committee. On that account, he was arrested and charged with conspiracy by the local police court along with six other people among whom 3 men of Syrian origin: Joseph Assaf, David Bishara and David Roshed ("Find dynamite," A1). The discovery of bombs in Lawrence made national news.

In the Virginia Times Dispatch, a headline announced: "Plot to blow up mills unearthed: great quantities of dynamite ready for detonation discovered in Lawrence" (A1). Other news sources declared that the mill town was the site of "one of the worst dynamite plots in the history of this country" ("Dynamite found," A1). Obviously, the event was blown out of proportion. Since the Haymarket Square riot in 1886, hundreds of isolated bombings had destroyed mills, mines, or bridges in many industrial cities xiv . In reality, what was described first as a plot turned out to be "a plant". The decision to cause a panic reaction in public opinion did not originate from Marad's tailoring shop in the Syrian district, but from Mr. William Wood's office. It was later discovered that the explosives had been planted by a city alderman and local undertaker named John Breen who had received a large cash payment from the president of the American Woolen Company (Watson, 2005, p. 249). Eventually Breen was fined $500 and released. William Wood was cleared by the court. If local mill owners often engaged in what we would now call "union busting" activities, violent intimidation by police forces was also used to break the movement. And here again, Syrian immigrants had to bear the brunt.

"Troops Charge on Strikers: Lawrence Syrian May Die from Injuries Received in Encounter".

This was one of the headlines on the front-page of the January 30 th issue of the Fall River Daily Evening News reporting a confrontation between a squad of the Massachusetts militia and a group of Syrian children (A1). The journalist who wrote the article turned out to be rather clairvoyant. Initially, when 17-year-old John Rami reached his home after being stabbed in the shoulder by a soldier's bayonet, he told his mother not to worry. Unfortunately, the wound was not as superficial as the victim had first thought and the young Syrian died the following day. As Watson notes, Rami's death "was just the latest blow to the Syrians who in the past two weeks had seen their leaders go on strike, organize parades, and be accused of harboring dynamite" (2005, p. 113). The next day, an article in the Boston Globe revealed that, "Many of the Syrians are in an ugly mood over the death of Rami … A policeman on the beat, who has much to do with the Syrians, says there is very grave danger of trouble from the quarter" ("Syrians angry," A2). On February 1 st , as hundreds of Syrians gathered for John Rami's funeral, the mill owners' demand for additional troops was granted by the Massachusetts governor.

During the congressional hearings that later investigated police violence in Lawrence, Congressman Augustus O. Stanley compared the stabbing of John Rami to the Boston Massacre of 1770 (Watson, 2005, p.195). The first similarity between the two killings is that in both cases the victims became martyrs. But more importantly, the two events were turning points that precipitated the course of history. The killing of John Rami was indeed the initial element in a chain of events that eventually contributed to the resolution of the crisis. Ensuing the young Syrian's death, arrangements were made by IWW leaders and the strike committee to coordinate a "children's exodus" starting February 10 th . Thus, children of strikers were sent to live with supporters in Boston and as far off as New York and Philadelphia. The intent was dual; to ensure the safety of the children and to free striking workers of their parental duties. But, most importantly, the sending away of children had the effect of inspiring nationwide sympathy for the striking families. Newspaper headlines read: "Lawrence Children Get Big Welcome (The Standard Union, A1) or "Lawrence's Unfortunate Children Arrive in New York City" (The Buffalo Inquirer, A1). Obviously, that was not the kind of publicity mill owners were ready to accept. Hence the decision was made to bring an end to the children's exodus. On February 24 th , at the Lawrence train station, the police tried to prevent more children from leaving and reportedly used clubs to beat women, young boys and girls awaiting the 7:11 am train to Boston. Several were injured, and some were taken to jail. The multiple reports of police violence directed against immigrant mothers and their children inspired a wave of indignation among prominent Americans and even drew the first lady, Mrs. Helen Taft, to the cause.

Favorable developments are sometimes born from a tragedy. The killing of Syrian-born John Rami generated a domino effect which resulted in the children's exile attracting national sympathy and the consecutive resolution of the crisis. But the organization of the children's exodus and the train attack also made more visible the militancy of immigrant women. As Bruce Watson confirms, from the very beginning of the movement, "men were clearly in charge, yet beneath the masculine veneer women were their equals" (2005, p. 156).

"Syrian Woman Leading a Monster Parade of about 2,000 People"

The employment of female laborers in textile factories was not something new in Massachusetts. In the town of Lowell, known as the birthplace of the American industrial revolution, young women, and farm girls had been employed to operate the mills as early as the 1830s.

However, at the turn of the century, following the trend mentioned before, old stock American female workers were replaced by immigrants. Syrian women were among many other immigrant groups to take up low-skill and low-paying jobs in the textile mills of New England. In 1910, in Fall River, 50% of Syrian women aged 14 or older were mill operatives (Shakir, 1997, p. 49). The first researchers interested in Syrian/Arab immigration to the US often described it as an exclusively masculine phenomenon xv . But recent research, however, has established that between 1901 and1910 women above the age of eighteen represented more than 38% of all Syrian immigrants, while during the same period Italian women made up only 22% and Greek women barely 5% of their immigrant communities xvi . It has also been demonstrated that, in contradiction to the usual image of the submissive and dependent Eastern woman, it was not rare for immigrant women to be unaccompanied (i.e., not under the guardianship of a husband or other male family member) xvii .

Ardis Cameron explains the "Syrians' unusual willingness" to allow single women to act as pioneer immigrants by the fact that many had already worked in textile mills and consequently had the necessary skills to promptly become wage-earners and remittance senders (1993, p. 79). In Mount Lebanon and parts of the Bekaa valley, silk production had since the 1840s provided employment to young and unmarried "factory girls" in mills built by French entrepreneurs. The expansion of the silk industry in the Levant was such that by 1913, 200 textile mills were producing vast quantities of silk thread and employing thousands of young women (Firro, 1990, p. 154). Although spinning and reeling were low-paid jobs, women's wages were essential to the proletarian economy in Greater Syria (Fahrenthold, 2019, p. 3). Hence a sizeable number of working-class women had already, in their country of origin, experienced long working hours, unsafe work conditions, as well as male hierarchical authority. Indeed, the French made sure that the local female workforce remained compliant and did not rebel. Akram Khater tells for instance the story of mill owner Nicolas Portalis who fired four French women reelers from their jobs as instructors to the Syrian women operatives because they were disseminating "subversive ideas." (2021, p. 28).

Conversely, in Lawrence, in 1912, the context was ripe for the emergence of a specifically female form of activism. It was not so much the fact that more than half of the workforce was composed of women since, as we know, hiring women was the mill owners' most common -and often times successful-strategy to prevent agitation. What made female political participation possible was the highly-inclusive form of unionism defended by the IWW. When Big Bill Haywood arrived in Lawrence, he was accompanied by another influential organizer, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, known to be one of the most influential and radical labor activists at the time. Flynn became "the spirit of the strike" as one journalist put it (as cited in Watson, 2005, p. 155). Being independent at an early age, "the rebel girl" xviii set out to challenge traditional notions of femininity and consequently organize women workers. Soon after her arrival in Lawrence, Flynn traveled across the Northeast to collect strike funds. She was also one of the organizers of the children's exile which allowed women to join "the army of labor". Like other female immigrants, Syrian women listened to Flynn's appeal and came out in support. Evelyn Shakir confirms that, "Syrian women joined in the strike …, running soup kitchens for the workers" (1997, p. 48). The local newspapers mention a few instances of Syrian women's activism, particularly when these women valiantly strode in the front line. On February 19 th , for example, the Fall River Daily Evening News describes a confrontation between a group of Syrian women and the police:

The police and militia had considerable difficulty in dealing with the women pickets. About a dozen Syrian women gathered near St. Anthony's church on Elm Street, about 5 o'clock and defied the authorities to disperse them. They did not scatter until a squad of 30 police officers, a small detachment of infantry and a troop of cavalry was sent to the scene ("Haywood scores," A1).

Two days later, mention is made of a young Syrian woman "leading a monster parade of about 2,000 people" ("Monster parade," A5). During the alleged dynamite conspiracy, it was also reported that two Syrian women had been arrested, thus making it clear that immigrant female laborers were considered by the police as a source of threat. Other studies provide further evidence of the Syrian women's commitment and sense of solidarity: Consistently, women tried to help each other escape when being arrested, often crowding into police vans demanding that 'everyone' or 'no one' be hauled off to jail. Julia Yulla, a Syrian woman, was arrested for helping Irish-born Maggie Smith escape from Officer O'Brien (Cameron, 1993, p. 139).

The role played by the IWW in a movement that transcended gender lines was essential. It is estimated that at the height of the IWW's power in Lawrence, women made up 60% of the membership and Syrian women in particular represented 11% of the female strikers (Cameron 1993, p. 162). But for feminist labor historians, like Mary-Beth Moylan, the Bread and Roses strike remains a major landmark in the history of female labor militancy because it was one of the first conflicts that promoted the politicization of maternal care (1991, p. 41). An editorial published in Solidarity, the IWW's weekly paper, confirms that such was the union's strategy: "Maternity and its responsibilities are too often weapons in the hands of the exploiting class and a burden on the lives of the mothers. The inversion of this notion is what empowered the women of Lawrence to victory" (as cited in Watson, 2005, p. 52). Clear evidence that women had no other choice than fulfill simultaneously their responsibilities as mothers and as laborers was also exposed by the following testimony printed in The Boston Globe during the congressional hearing: "In the police station where the rioters were locked up, the children were not given anything to eat, 15 or 18 of them". The witness added: "Some of them were children at the breasts. Some of the husbands whose wives were locked up brought children to their mothers to be nursed" (as cited in "Women clubbed," A2).

Similarly, in a feature story describing the immigrant population living in Lawrence, it was noted that, "most of the women work and take their children to the mills as soon as they are old enough" ("Ignorant and excitable," A8). Thus, burdened with the double duties of nursing and working in the mills, immigrant women of all origins became the central focus of the conflict. However, despite what the traditional narrative has long suggested, if both male and female manual laborers walked the picket lines, other segments of the Syrian community also joined in to broaden the scope of the movement.

"An Injury to One is an Injury to All"

The IWW's famous guiding principle reflects the philosophy of industrial unionism and the organizers' goal in Lawrence in 1912; bring all workers together in a single union, regardless of sex, race, nationality, craft, or skill. In Lawrence, the Syrian community maintained a strong sense of cultural identity, but the "colony" as it was often called in the press was not populated by millworking families only. Some of the most vocal and active figures were actually not factory workers.

One of the men arrested after the discovery of dynamite was, as we know, Farris Marad, a tailor by profession. Marad was also one of the four elected Syrian members on the strike committee. The other delegates were, Iskandar Hajjar, a local dentist, James Brox, a grocer, and the elected treasurer of the committee, Joseph Shaheen, was a shop owner as well ("Lawrence strikers", A2). The literature or the press does not provide any explanation why Syrian millworkers did not elect any of their peers to the committee. Most likely, some of these men were chosen because they had had some kind of education or had better language skills. In fact, according to the Fall River Daily Evening News, Faris Marad was also a student at Philips Academy in Andover ("No disorder," A2). What we know is that for other immigrant groups, the composition of the Syrian delegation was a matter of concern. On March 5 th , during a strike committee meeting, A Franco-Belgian member complained that the Syrian strikers had been largely represented by other than operatives … To the mind of the speaker, the Syrians should have a delegation more representative of the strikers themselves. A Portuguese delegate also thought that more operatives should be included in the Syrian delegation ("IWW will protest," A10).

Other influential members of the community offered their support but strongly stood against any form of violence. Such was the position adopted by the Syrian Catholic clergy. On January 13 th , the day after the strike broke out, it was announced in the press that, "The two Syrian priests, Rev. Frs.

Nahas and Bastany … urged the strikers to refrain from acts of violence during the trouble" ("Searchlight," A3). Nonetheless, on several occasions, the basement of St Anthony's Maronite church on Amesbury Street served as the strike committee's meeting place. On January 29 th , The Lawrence Evening Tribune even indicated that the pastor "has registered no protest when Joseph Ettor and Haywood spoke at his hall" ("Haywood meets," A5). Sometimes, meetings were also held at St. Joseph's Melkite Church on Hampshire Street (Watson, 2005, p. 59). In an article discussing the role of the Catholic clergy in Lawrence, James J. Kenneally confirms that, from the outset, clergymen from the immigrant neighborhoods endorsed their parishioners' struggle while those serving native-born believers were not as supportive (2006, p. 38). The encyclical Rerum Novarum issued by Pope Leon XIII in 1891 had argued for the protection of industrial workers and the right to collective bargaining. Hence, the Catholic clergy in general respected the Vatican's engagement but in Lawrence it also feared the spread of socialist thinking. A form of competition developed as to who between IWW leaders and clergymen would be the most supportive or benevolent. John Rami's funeral offered an opportunity for Reverend Bustany to keep his parishioners in the Catholic fold. As hundreds of Syrians sat in St Anthony's church, the priest, in his eulogy, underlined the importance of remaining devoted Christians by quoting the scriptures: "Fear not those who kill the body; fear those who kill the body and soul" (as cited in Watson, 2005, p. 117). He then suggested erecting a monument in Rami's honor before leading a thirty-carriage cortege to Immaculate Conception Cemetery (Watson, 2005, p. 118).

As the strike progressed, several Syrian intellectuals also urged their fellow countrymen and women to carry on fighting for higher wages and better working conditions. In March 1912, in the columns of The New England Magazine, Walter M. Pratt, a lieutenant of the Eighth Regiment, claimed that "the un-Americanized foreign element is not educated and … an easy prey to the agitation" (6). In response, Najeeb Diab, the founder of Mira'at al-Gharb (Mirror of the West), New York's second most popular Arabic publication, voiced his support by declaring that Americanization did not invariably imply an unquestioning deference to established practices (Khater, 2021, p. 21). Therefore, it appears that the 12-week long conflict was not only about industrial labor relations. Syrian immigrants with differing social origins coalesced around new cultural and political values ultimately shaping an alternative and more comprehensive narrative as working-class Americans.

Conclusion

The Bread and Roses strike holds a special place in US history due to its size and impact, but also because it was a victory attained by a gender inclusive and multi-ethnic coalition of immigrant workers. It is now plain that Syrians of all walks of life added their contributions towards a resolution of the crisis in Lawrence. In fact, in numerous other labor struggles in New England during the 1900s, thousands of other Syrian immigrants joined the struggle for labor rights and social justice: in Fall River, Massachusetts in 1904, in Willimantic, Connecticut in 1912or in New Bedford, Massachusetts in 1928. In Lawrence in 1912, Syrian political activism was bolstered simultaneously by a series of circumstances which distinctly affected the community first morally, when Syrian immigrants were typified as dangerous bomb-throwing radicals, then physically when one of them was fatally wounded. The organizing force of the IWW was also greatly influential in the Syrians' mobilization as many became involved in the power struggle to define and assert new collective rights. In the aftermath, the workers of Lawrence received a 15 per cent pay increase and won higher overtime compensation as well as improved factory conditions. More broadly, the impact of the Lawrence strike on labor relations was such that several other mill owners fearing similar disturbances granted pay raises to approximately 300,000 textile workers in New England (Lafleur, 2008, p. 214). During the "Lawrence revolution", the female Syrian labor force played a significant part in challenging traditional gender roles and the subordination of women within the labor movement in particular. In doing so, these women undoubtedly contributed to the furthering of American women's political mobilization. In point of fact, their activism prompted the Massachusetts legislature to pass the nation's first State minimum wage law for female workers that same year. Although a use of the phrase "Bread and Roses" during the strike has never been documented, it has since then become an anthem for women's and workers' rights, a call for dignity and respect xix .

In the end, then, what is demonstrated by this examination of the Syrian mill workers' activism during the 1912 Lawrence strike is that a large portion of the pioneer cohort, in the American context, built up its own sense of solidarity and class consciousness. Obviously, the Syrian movement for more economic and social justice included other individuals from different socioeconomic classes, clerical or lay, and was acclaimed by intellectuals and community leaders in the Northeast.

Yet, the Arab American collective mythology has silenced the contributions made by the industrial immigrant workforce and eventually excluded laboring Syrians from the larger picture.

More significantly, the adoption of the peddler myth as a unique path to Americanization relegated to oblivion inherited cultural practices as well as new social experiences shared with other fellow immigrants. When looking at the factors that most likely explain why early historians and Arab American community leaders popularized the peddler narrative rather than the industrial worker's story, Stacy D. Fahrenthold argues that highlighting cultural similarities was part of a strategy aiming ultimately at achieving full assimilation into the white race. Following a similar line of reasoning, it might be added that erasing radical antecedents and distancing oneself from foreign-born agitators was a complementary way of sanctioning the nation's binary racial paradigm and the prevailing conflation of dissent with disloyalty.

i Most Arabic-speaking immigrants came from that part of the world known as "Greater Syria" which explains why they referred to themselves and were designated after 1899 and until 1918 as "Syrian". The name "Greater Syria" referred specifically to the Arab province of the Ottoman Empire (present-day Lebanon, Israel, Palestine, Syria, and parts of Jordan). Before World War I, the overwhelming majority of Syrian-Americans were Maronite Catholic and Antiochian Orthodox. A small percentage were Protestant. Very few were Muslim. ii The pioneer cohort represents the first wave of Syrian immigrants (1890s-1940s).

iii Younis completed her dissertation in 1961. It was published in 1995. iv The expression was used in 2020 by Rosemarie M. Esber in "Dr. Alixa Naff: A Founder of Arab American Studies". v See for example Ray Hanania: "The Arab peddler was an extension of the Arab merchant in the great souks (open air markets) of the Middle East." (2005, p.12), or Philip M. Kayal: "If Syrians do anything well it is buying and selling" (2004, p.140). vi The expression was used in 1994 by Joanna Kadi (xix). vii On the historiography of the Lawrence Textile Strike of 1912, see Hubbard, Andrew, "Bread and repression, too: The battle for labor's memory and the Lawrence textile strike of 1912" (2018). Honors Theses. 1672. viii The expression was used by Walter M. Pratt in an article published in the New England Magazine, March 1912. ix The words "Arab" or "Arabic" were excluded as they were mostly used when referring to the language spoken in that part of the world.

x "A large majority of these strikers were Italians, Poles, Greeks, Syrians or other untutored people", Walter Merriam Pratt, in "The Lawrence Revolution," New England Magazine, March 1912. xi The purpose of the Great Britain Board of Trade of London report was to "investigate the certain matters affecting the working classes in industrial towns in various countries", iii. xii Watson evaluates at 2,500 the number of Syrians living in [START_REF]No disorder at[END_REF]Lawrence in (2005, p. 41), p. 41). In 1911, The Reports of the Dillingham Commission (United States Congressional Serial Set, Volume 5865) estimated their population at 3,000 people (p. 515). xiii Mill owners argued that men's workload was dependent on the female operatives' productivity and that they could not be paid if no work was done. xiv In fact, a peak was reached between 1906 and 1911 when 110 construction sites were dynamited (Watson, 2005, p. 83). xv See Hitti 2002 or Younis 1995. xvi For further analysis on Syrian/Arab American immigrant women, see Shakir (1997), p. 202 and Khater (2001), p. 66. xvii The case of Camilla Gibran, mother of the future Syrian-American writer Khalil Gibran, who came to the United States with her children but without her husband, is a well-known example of an unaccompanied woman.

xviii An expression first used in a song written by IWW member and songwriter Joe Hill. xix Watson explains that the legend of women holding a picket sign reading "We want bread, but we want roses, too" was first created by Upton Sinclair in a labor anthology published in 1916 (2005, p. 256).
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