The Laputans "their Minds are so taken up with intense Speculations, that they neither can speak, nor attend to the Discourses of others, without being roused by some external Taction upon the Organs of Speech and Hearing" Lagadan Experiments "In another Apartment I was highly pleased with a Projector who had found a Device of ploughing the Ground with Hogs, to save the Charges of Plows, Cattle, and Labour. The Method is this: in an Acre of Ground you bury, at six Inches distance and eight deep, a quantity of Acorns, Dates, Chestnuts, and other Mast or Vegetables, whereof these Animals are fondest; then you drive six Hundred or more of them into the Field, where, in a few Days, they will root up the whole Ground in search of their Food, and make it fit for sowing, at the same Time manuring it with their Dung: it is true, upon Experiment, they found the Charge and Trouble very great, and they had little or no Crop."

Lord Munodi

This lord Munodi was a person of the first Rank, and had been some years Governor of Lagado; but, by a Cabal of Ministers, was discharged for Insufficiency. However, the King treated him with Tenderness, as a well-meaning Man, but of a low contemptible Understanding. "in which Case it is of the Opinion of all their Philosophers, that the Load-Stone could no longer hold it up, and the whole Mass would fall to the Ground."

Ill. Rex Whistler (1930) 

  with a blown Bladder fastned like a Flail to the End of a short Stick [with] in each Bladder […] a small Quantity of dried Pease, or little Pebbles" "With these Bladders they now and then flapped the Mouths and Ears of those who stood near them" Ill. Chris Riddell (2004) The Laputans "Their Heads were all reclined either to the Right or the Left; one of their Eyes turned inward and the other directly up to the Zenith." Ill. Hilary Jane Morgan, (c.1875) Laputan absent-mindedness "they forgot several Times what they were about, and left me to myself, till their Memories were again roused by their Flappers; for they appeared altogether unmoved by the Sight of my foreign Habit and Countenance." took not the least Notice of us […] he was then deep in a Problem, and we attended at least an Hour, before he could solve it." "His Majesty […] confined his Questions to the State of Mathematicks, and received the Account I gave him, with great Contempt and Indifference, though often roused by his Flapper on each Side."The Academy of LagadoIll. Grandville (1838)

"

  a very convenient Mill within half a Mile of his House, turned by a Current from a large River, and sufficient for his own Family, as well as a great Number of his Tenants; that about seven Years ago, a Club of those Projectors came to him with Proposals to destroy this Mill, and build another on the Side of that Mountain, on the long Ridge whereof a long Canal must be cut, for a Repository of Water, to be conveyed up by Pipes and Engines to supply the Mill" By this oblique Motion the Island is conveyed to different Parts of the Monarch's Dominions" "by those alternate Risings and Fallings [… the island] is conveyed from one part of the Dominions to the Other." Bottom or under Surface of the Island, '…], although it consists as I have said, of one entire Adamant two hundred Yards thick, might happen to crack by too great a Choque, or burst by approaching too near the Fires from the Houses below" […]

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Ill. Paul Echegoyen (2020)